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Members are reminded that the current membership lapsed on 31st December and that they will not be considered for matches, or be able to take part in the golf lessons until the subscription is paid.

We urge all BTRGS members to become members of ATLAS (see: http://atadastral.co.uk/leisure/).  If you are not with BT or unable to become a member of ATLAS, please note that an additional charge needs to be paid through your membership to cover the subsidies that this membership provides.
The total number of ATLAS members we have determines the grant that we receive from ATLAS, which helps to subsidise our matches, events and lessons through the year.
Disclaimer:

Under no circumstances can the Society (BTRGS) be held responsible or liable for damages to third party or injuries to members during events organised by the Society.

BTRGS encourages all members to take out adequate insurance cover, or verify that they are covered through their existing polices. The BTRGS web site provides links to different insurance providers.

Data Protection Act  and Privacy Statement:

The Society holds information about its members on a database. This information includes membership and handicap details.  Under the Data Protection Act we are required to inform you of this fact. Should you wish to object to such information being stored on computer, you should state clearly your objection on your membership form.  Unless you state your objection clearly on the membership form or inform the Captain or a Member of the Committee it will be assumed that you have no objections.

The contact information you provide will not be distributed for commercial purposes. If contact information is given to someone outside the society for a specific event, the recipient of these contact details will be told not to use this contact information for other purposes than distributing information about that specific event.

BTRGS Committee for 2012 is:

	Simon Mahoney
	Captain
	01473 651523
	
	Stephen Stokes
	Committee member
	01473 629326

	Kevin Folan
	Vice Captain
	01473 651899
	
	Erik Hansen
	Committee member
	01473 645007

	Iain Wright
	Secretary/Web Support
	01508 518669
	
	Chris Amor
	Committee member
	01473 607430

	Jon Hopkins
	Treasurer & Atlas rep
	01473 629416
	
	John Bates
	Committee member
	01473 608064

	Stuart Wyse
	Lesson Coordinator
	01473 651500
	
	David Clark
	Committee member
	01473 642855

	David Bell
	Handicap Secretary
	01473 651275
	
	Steve Boswell
	Committee member
	0131 4485131

	Gabriel Martins
	Match Secretary
	01473 609362
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Letter from this year’s Captain

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to join the BT Research Golf Society in 2012. In our 41st year we are offering a wide variety of matches, lessons, society meetings and competitions for ALL members of the society, to accommodate all golfers regardless of experience and ability. Membership is open to all golfing enthusiasts be they past or present employees of BT Group companies, anyone else working at Adastral Park, Bibb Way or any of the other BT offices in the Ipswich area.  We are also this year opening up the membership to people outside of BT and its local premises in order to increase the people within the society.  I hope you will all enjoy the many varied events we have lined up for you this year.

For 2012 the membership fee is to remain at £20 for all members (whether BT, Ex-BT or non-BT). This fee includes entry into the Society’s singles and doubles knockout competitions for those who wish to play.  The membership fee assumes that you are also a member of ATLAS.  Without such membership an additional £15 will be charged. Match, lesson and event fees which are great value for money are all helped by subsidies from both the Society and ATLAS.

Note 1 – Ex-BT people who were/are members of RCCS/ATLAS Retired Staff Section, are automatically members of ATLAS, so do not need to pay the extra fee.

Note 2 – If you require a photograph for an ATLAS membership card, contact the Gym (01473-631223 or atlas.gym@bt.com) – also see: http://www.atadastral.co.uk/leisure
This year we are again organising three sessions of Golf lessons in the Spring with a further possibility of Summer playing lessons so you can get some time on the course with a PGA Pro.  As always these lessons prove very popular with small groups getting one on one time with Stuart Robertson or one of his assistants.  These are great value for money and will hopefully include the option to review your swing via video – always an interesting activity when you finally watch your perfectly honed swing! More details can be found on the lessons page.

The Spring meeting will this year be held at Rookery Park Club in Lowestoft (http://www.club-noticeboard.co.uk/rookerypark/) and the Autumn meeting will be held at Benton Hall Golf Club (http:// http://www.theclubcompany.com/clubs/Benton-Hall). Both are primarily all day 36 hole events, with a 4 ball better ball competition in the morning and a singles competition in the afternoon. Both are excellent courses which will offer golfers of all abilities a good challenge and lots of fun. I will be writing to you nearer the time with more detail and application forms.
As we did with the Autumn meeting in 2011, I am again keen that we offer out the option to support individuals wishing to play just the afternoon 18 hole singles competition.  Some members have mentioned that they no longer want to play 36 holes but as a society, we are still keen to see people at these main meetings.  If this interests you, please identify on the match’s sheet your preference to playing 18 or 36 holes.  We can only offer the afternoon session as we would want those playing 18 holes to stick around for the meal and prize giving.

Following on from the very successful 2 day event that has been held the last two years, I am pleased to inform you that we aim to repeat this event in 2012. The venue is still to be determined but we aim to hold the event in mid October. Invites to this event will be sent out as soon as the details are confirmed, giving first refusal to those that attended last year’s event.
Our aim is to give all members the chance to play in society events.  To help us, please indicate your availability for events as described below, under Matches & Events 2012. 

Society Singles and Doubles knockout competitions continue again this year with the finalists being offered a generous subsidy from the society so the final can be played at the course of their choosing. Members can enter for the knockouts by completing the application form. Members are responsible for organising their matches. Knockout matches that are not played by the date of the draw will be decided by the toss of a coin at Committee meetings – this has proven to be very successful in keeping the competitions moving forward in a timely fashion.

I would like to make people aware of the BTRGS Web Site http://www.btrgs.org.uk. Here you will find match schedules, guidelines to competitions, handicap rules, practical hints and tips, historic match results as well as minutes from the AGM and monthly committee meetings. 
Any new members who are not currently members of a golf club and do not have a handicap can apply for a Society handicap. Three cards should be submitted to the Handicap Secretary, the process is detailed on the website at http://www.btrgs.org.uk/handicap.htm 
The Committee meets between 5 and 6pm on every third Wednesday of the month through to November. Details of the meeting can be obtained from the Secretary. If anyone would like to attend or raise specific concerns or ideas you are welcome to do so, although I would recommend contacting me in advance. If members do not want to attend in person, any issues passed on to me or another member of the Committee will be raised on their behalf. 
Finally, if you know of anybody wishing to join the Society please forward them a membership pack or print one out from the Society’s Web Site. 

Wishing you an enjoyable and successful year’s golf.

Simon Mahoney
Society Captain
Golf Lessons 2012
The Society will again organise group lessons if demand is sufficient. The lessons are aimed at both beginner and experienced golfers. For this year we have again approached Stuart Robertson Head PGA Professional at Ufford Park GC. Ufford's Academy facilities have proved to be very popular with members over past years, and offered a first rate learning opportunity. 

As usual we will be seeking an ATLAS grant this year, a proportion of which will be used to subsidise the cost of the lessons. If you wish to make use of this offer, for a fee of £10 (payable with the membership fee) you will be able to take advantage of the Spring “warm up for the season” lessons in groups of 4 - 6 on the following dates: -

Please Note:  The £10 fee covers the three sessions on the respective days.
If you wish to take part in the Spring lessons, please indicate on the form when you renew your membership and add the additional £10 payment with your membership fee.  
Spring Lesson Dates:


17th and 18th April (video lessons)


24th and 25th April


1st and 2nd May

(nb. Depending on demand, we have the option to extend to Thursday nights as well but this will be agreed nearer the time)
The proposal to support additional ‘Playing Lessons’ during the summer will be offered out at a later date and any fee applied at that time, keep an eye out should this be of interest to you and please help us with indicating your interest on the attached form.
Stuart Wyse
Lessons Coordinator
Matches & Events 2011
For many of our fixtures we have society members that are also club members at the venue. To reduce green fees to a minimum we try to select sufficient club members to allow everyone to play as a guest. As introduced last year local club members will be limited to paying for food plus prizes when this applies.

Where a match includes a meal, members are expected to stay for the meal and enjoy the after-match camaraderie.  To encourage this there will not be a reduction in fees for those who wish to leave without eating!
In order for the Captain of the Day to select a team, the Society committee needs to know people’s interest and availability to play in the different events throughout the year. To help us in selecting the teams please complete the Event Availability form, by indicating YES, MAYBE or NO on the sheet and please remember to put your name at the top.

When the Match Captains select the team for an event then they will do a first selection of players based on all the replies that have “YES” and “Maybe” against this particular event. The captain will select from this list the players that have played fewest matches so far in the year.  You will be contacted by email, please make sure this is clear and up to date on your application.
Please be aware of the option to play 18 or 36 holes at the Spring and Autumn events.  This is designed to hopefully get a few more people at these events that are not so keen on playing 36 holes in one day.  Please make sure you clearly identify your preference for 18 or 36 holes, if it’s not identified, we will assume you will be present for the whole day and the 36 holes.
Fees for the matches will be made clear to you before the event.  Can I please stress to you all that it helps the captain of the day and the treasurer that you pay in full before the event.  Please make every effort to support this.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The last couple of years we have provided sessions on other aspects of golf improvement such as golf psychology and club fitting theory.  Currently this year we have no plans in place but if any members have some suggestions, please let me (Simon Mahoney) know.  This can be anything that you think will assist you and your fellow society members in improving their game or knowledge of the game.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Throughout the season there will be further information and updates made available for the coming events.  Please refer to the web sites for the latest on dates, venues, prices etc. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Finally, I would like to remind all members that when attending society events to adhere to appropriate golfing etiquette and behaviour.  Inappropriate behaviour not only can spoil the event and embarrass playing partners, but more importantly reflects badly on the society as a whole to golf clubs and the teams we play against.

BTRGS Membership Form for 2012
	Personal details:

	Name:
	...............................................................................................

	Work Address:
	....,..........................................................................……………

	
	................................................................................................

	Desk Number:
Mobile Number:
	....................................................................
....................................................................

	E-Mail address
	....................................................................

	I am member of 

(if applicable)
	....................................................................
	Golf Club

	My current club handicap is (if applicable): …………
	

	MY EIN is:

(if a BT employee)
	..................................
	This is used for granting access to the BTRGS Livelink area

	

	Knock-out competitions:

	All members of the BTRGS with a valid society or club handicap will be automatically entered for the singles and doubles competitions unless they opt out by ticking the appropriate box below

	
I do NOT wish to play in the singles knockout. (Please tick) 


I do NOT wish to play in the doubles knockout (Please tick.)

My BTRGS doubles partner is  ………………………........................../to be drawn*

(*delete as appropriate) 
	

	

	Costs

	I wish to apply for membership of BTRGS for 2012
	     £20



	£15 in addition for non-ATLAS members 

I am/ am not * a member of ATLAS (delete as appropriate) 

	     £15

	I would/would not* like to attend the 1st set of Golf lessons (*delete as appropriate) 
	     £10

	I enclose a cheque for the total:
	£...............

	Please do not send cash through the post. Cheques should be made payable to:  BTRGS

If you wish to pay by bank transfer, please do so with the following details, confirming the date and making clear your NAME on the transfer reference. Sort Code: 72-00-02 Account: 76934008
Date of transfer: ___________________________



Please now complete the membership renewal and event availability sheets (next page) and return both completed forms and cheque (if not done via bank transfer) by the 2nd March 2012 to:

Jon Hopkins, GDC3 PP8 Orion Building, Adastral Park, Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 3RE
NAME:…………………………………
	Event & Venue
	Date 
	Captain & Vice-Captain 
	Details
	Yes
	Maybe
	No
	18 or 36 

	Winter Meeting at  Eaton Golf Club, Norwich
	22nd March
	Steve Stokes
	10:00 start.  18 holes played in a stableford team format.  Coffee and bacon on arrival, 1 course meal after match. 16 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	Spring Golf lessons at Ufford Park GC
	17/18th April, 2/25th April and 1/2nd May
	Stuart Wyse
	Golf lessons at Ufford with Stuart Robertson.  Numbers unrestricted
	
	
	 
	N/A

	Spring Meeting at Rookery Park GC, Yarmouth
	4th May 
	Simon Mahoney/ Kevin Folan
	18 and/or 36 hole event open to BTRGS members. Consisting of an 18 holes 4 ball better ball Stableford competition and/or an 18 holes singles Stableford competition. Numbers TBC depending on course restrictions.  Please indicate if you wish to play all 36 or the optional 18 hole afternoon singles
	
	
	
	

	Suffolk CC at TBC
	(Late May)
	Eric Hansen


	15.30 start. 18 holes 4 ball better ball match play. The famous Ufford Park curries served to each 4B grouping, on their return to clubhouse.  8 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	BT vs Ex-BT at Woodbridge GC
	7th June
	Steve Boswell BT
Jon Hill, exBT
	15:00 start. Your chance to meet up again with old friends. 18 holes 4BBB match play. 24 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	John Kerry Trophy at Colchester GC
	27th June
	Stephen Stokes

	15:00 start. 18 holes 4 ball better ball with a draw for partners. Meal in clubhouse, dress - smart casual. 24 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	Summer Playing  lessons at Ufford Park GC
	July
	Stuart Wyse
	On Course Golf Lessons at Ufford with Stuart Robertson or one of his assistants.  Numbers unrestricted
	
	
	
	N/A

	Halesworth Golf Club at Halesworth GC  
	5th July
	Iain Wright

	16.00 start. 18 holes 4 ball better ball with meal afterwards. Casual dress for the meal. 10 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	Transco at 
Hintlesham GC
	27th July
	Chris Amor

	14.00 start. 18 holes 4 ball better ball match play.  12 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	Captain Vs 
Vice Captain at
Felixstowe GC
	14th August
	Kevin Folan
	16.00 start. Teams to be chosen by the Captain and Vice Captain of the society. 18 holes 4 ball better ball match play.  24 places available
	
	
	
	N/A

	Autumn Meeting at Benton Hall GC. Witham, Essex
	10th September
	Simon Mahoney/ Kevin Folan
	18 and/or 36 hole event open to BTRGS members. Consisting of an 18 holes 4 ball better ball Stableford competition and/or an 18 holes singles Stableford competition. Numbers TBC depending on course restrictions Please indicate if you wish to play all 36 or the optional 18 hole afternoon singles
	
	
	
	

	2 Day Away event at East Sussex GC
	21/22nd October
	Erik Hansen
Stephen Stokes
	1 night's dinner, bed & breakfast and 2 rounds of golf.  Ryder Cup format, with teams to be fixed by the two Captains of the day. 20 places available with priority given to previous years attendees
	
	
	
	N/A

	Other events:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marie Hunt at 
St Audry’s GC
	TBC
(Sat in  early Aug) 
	Jon Hopkins – coordinator
	The holders of the doubles KO and the holders of the  Post Office Research Captains Cup (combined Spring & Autumn pairs) are invited (and funded) to represent the Society in the competition at St Audrys Golf Club. The Marie Hunt is played as a team of four, playing in pairs, in a greensomes format
	
	
	
	N/A


1

